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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can write an informative/explanatory text that conveys ideas and information clearly. (W.3.2) 

I can use conventions to send a clear message to my reader. (L.3.1) 

I can use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. (L.3.1h) 

I can write simple, complex, and compound sentences. (L.3.1i) 

I can express ideas using carefully chosen words. (L.3.3)  

I can produce writing that is appropriate to task and purpose (with support). (W.3.4) 

I can use the writing process to plan, revise, and edit my writing (with support). (W.3.5) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can use feedback and criteria to strengthen my Freaky Frog research-based narrative paragraph (back side of 

card). 

• Drafts of student writing with evidence of 

revision based on the criteria (rubric). 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening  

A. Engaging the Writer: Understanding Revision 

(5 minutes)  

2. Work Time  

A. Mini-Lesson: Being Self-Reflective about Your 

Own Writing (10 minutes)  

B. Completing the Writer’s Self-Reflection: My 

Freaky Frog Paragraph (15 minutes) 

C. Getting Peer Feedback and Setting Revision 

Goals (30 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief: Reflection on Revision Goal (5 

minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Lesson 9 Homework 

• Prepare an anchor chart using Sample Writer’s Self-Reflection: My Freaky Frog Paragraph using the one in 

Supporting Materials as a model (or project a copy to serve as an anchor chart) 

• In Lesson 7, students completed an exit ticket about their successes and challenges in writing their first 

draft. Exit tickets serve as a formative assessment of what students self-identify as difficult. Combined 

with the completed rubric, exit tickets provide information about students’ needs. Consider using this 

information to pull a smaller group of students for targeted instruction based on what they identified as 

challenging with their writing.  

• This lesson focuses on revising the paragraph side of the trading card, since the CCSS focus is on 

paragraph writing. Consider adding more time for students to revise the front side as well if needed.  
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

revise, feedback, criteria, 

strengthen 

• Students’ most current paragraph drafts  (from Lesson 8) 

• Criteria Checklist (one per student) 

• Writer’s Self-Reflection: My Freaky Frog Paragraph anchor chart (to display) 

• Most current draft of spadefoot toad sample paragraph (from Lesson 8)  

• Writer’s Self-Reflection: My Freaky Frog Paragraph (one per student) 

• Students’ Freaky Frog Research-Based Narrative Rubric (with teacher feedback about Freaky Frog Narrative Paragraph; one 

for each individual student; from Lesson 7) 

• Revision Goal recording form (one per student) 

• Lesson 9 Homework (one per student) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Writer: Understanding Revision (5 minutes)  

• Welcome students back and congratulate them on their hard work on their trading cards. Students need their most current 

draft. Distribute the Criteria Checklist and display a copy to students. Students should recognize the items listed as the 

original criteria generated the first time they were shown the model paragraph. Share with students that they are close to 

completing both sides of their trading card. Praise their efforts. Tell students to take a moment to think of their most current 

draft and check off the boxes if they feel their writing meets the criteria. 

• Most likely students will have checked off most or all of the items on the checklist. Ask students if they think this means that 

their writing can’t be improved. Now use the analogy that if you had all the ingredients to make a cake doesn’t mean that it 

will taste and look like a cake. There are important actions that need to done with the ingredients. Go even further to explain 

that those actions can be done to different levels of quality. When all the ingredients are assembled and put together carefully 

and correctly in the right way, then you’ll end up with a cake. 

• Explain that just because their paragraph has all the ‘ingredients’ doesn’t mean it’s a quality paragraph yet. Say: “You have 

looked at your paragraph many times, but today you’ll be taking a look at it again. You will also be sharing it with a partner 

who will be giving your some honest and specific feedback. They will use the feedback, or helpful comments, to strengthen 

their writing. Just like they need stamina to be strong readers, they will need to show stamina as writers today to make their 

paragraphs the best they can be.  

• Read the target aloud: “I can use feedback and criteria to strengthen my Freaky Frog research-based narrative paragraph.” 

Ask students to think about how feedback has helped their writing in the past. Give students a minute to think and talk with a 

partner. Then cold call one or two students to share their thinking. 

• For struggling writers, select ONE 

target on the rubric for students to 

focus their revision work on and 

make it more manageable for 

them. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Mini-Lesson: Being Self-Reflective about Your Own Writing (10 minutes) 

• Display Writer’s Self-Reflection: My Freaky Frog Paragraph anchor chart. Students will be using the identical 

recording form following the mini-lesson. Project the most current draft of the spadefoot toad paragraph. Tell 

students you need a few moments to read it to yourself. Do this a few times softly out loud as if you’re contemplating the merits 

of the paragraph. 

• Lead students through a modeling with think-aloud for each target. Use the annotated sample in Supporting Materials to guide 

the modeling and think-aloud. Follow a process such as: 

- Consider a target (criteria). 

- Look for evidence within the paragraph. 

- Write a 1-2 sentence narrative describing the evidence. 

- Decide based on that is evident whether you feel you have met, partially met, or have not met. 

• Help students understand that a close examination of their writing allows them to see both problems and new possibilities. 

Students will see that the targets identified “Partially Meets” or “Does Not Meet” provide them with ideas for revision. 

 

B. Completing the Writer’s Self-Reflection: My Freaky Frog Paragraph (15 minutes)  

• Distribute Writer’s Self-Reflection: My Freaky Frog Paragraph to students. Allow them 15 minutes to examine their 

writing and complete the self-reflection. 

• Some students may need 

assistance completing the slef-

reflection. 

C. Getting Peer Feedback and Setting Revision Goals (30 minutes)  

• Students will work with a partner to share their work and get feedback. Define feedback as: opinions and suggestions.  To offer 

feedback, students will need to critique. Define critique as:  sharing feedback after examining another person’s work.  

• Share the following norms with students: “Be Kind. Be Helpful. Be Specific.” Have students turn and talk: “How will keeping 

these statements in mind help you give and receive feedback?”  

• Distribute the Revision Goals recording forms. (In addition to their own name, students need to fill in their partner’s 

name on their own recording form.) 

• Some students may not be able to 

be effective as a critique partner.  

These students may have to work 

with an adult who will provide 

them with feedback. 

• It may be necessary to use the 

fishbowl protocol to model giving 

effective feedback.  
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Explain the steps to students. Partners will first turn over their most current draft as well as their Writer’s Self-Reflection: My 

Freaky Frog Paragraph to their partner. Each student should closely examine their partner’s draft and self-reflection work. 

Stress to students the importance of them carefully and critically examining the other student’s work for the purposes of 

helping the student make improvements to their writing. Remind them to be kind, be helpful, and be specific. 

• After examining the partner’s work, each student should fill out Part A on their partner’s Revision Goals recording form. When 

both students have done this, they should return all materials back to their partner. 

• Each student should read the two suggested revision goals made by their partner. Encourage students to have conversation 

about the suggestions, asking questions if they feel they need clarification. 

• Next students should come up with 1-2 revision goals of their own, ideally things not already named by their critique partner. 

Make sure students do not gravitate toward aspects of writing related to editing. Tell them there will time for editing in the 

next lesson. 

• Consider using the video, 

“Austin's Butterfly: Building 

Excellence in Student Work - 

Models, Critique, and Descriptive 

Feedback.” Use the video link: 

https://vimeo.com/38247060 

 

 

 

 

Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief: Reflection on Revision Goal (5 minutes) 

• Gather students together as a group. Tell students that in the next lesson they will make their final revisions to their 

paragraph. Their work will be guided by the goals named on their Revision Goals recording form and teacher feedback on the 

Freaky Frog Research-Based Narrative writing rubric. 

• Ask students to share one of their revision goals from either Part A or Part B.  

• Collect students’ most current paragraph draft. Staple their Revision Goals recording form to the draft. These will need to be 

reviewed before the next lesson and Part C filled out (teacher’s recommendations for revision goals). 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/38247060


 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2A: UNIT 3: LESSON 9 

Revising Our Writing: Using Feedback and Criteria 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M2A:U3:L9  •  June 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) April 2015  •  7   
 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Find the mistakes in the paragraph. Use the proofreading marks to show where the errors are. 

 

Note: Review students’ drafts and Revision Goal recording forms. Complete Part C prior to Lesson 10. 

 

Lesson 10 will focus on editing at the sentence level. Just like in the revision lessons, you will model for students HOW you edit 

and what you do as a writer. Students will need to see you making corrections. Create a version of the most current draft of the 

spadefoot toad paragraph but embed a variety of errors within the paragraph. Ensure that you have some spelling and 

capitalization errors to fix. Review the Conventions Checklist in Lesson 10 and create your model based on things to fix. A 

model has been provided in the Lesson 10 Supporting Materials, but will need to be handwritten by you so that students see 

you writing and correcting your work. 
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Criteria Checklist 
 

□ Written as if writer is the frog  

 

□ Describes how the freaky frog acts  

 

□ Names and describes adaptations that help the freaky frog survive  

 

□ Has a clear topic sentence  

 

□ Includes many accurate and important facts  

 

□ Uses vivid and precise words  

 

□ Has a conclusion sentence  

 

□ Has correct capitalization and punctuation  

 

□ Has good control of spelling  
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Sample Writer’s Self-Reflection: 
The Spadefoot Toad 

 
I am the strange but amazing spadefoot toad who has a special tool that helps me survive. One thing that makes 

me amazing is I have miniature shovels attached to my back feet on my short and stubby back legs. These 

shovels, or spades, are kind of like fingernails. They help me burrow in the ground so I can escape the 

scorching heat. I kick and dig, flipping clumps of dirt. I excavate a perfect hole to keep me cool during the hot 

day. I absorb water through my skin, so the moisture from the damp earth to quenches my thirst. Because I am 

nocturnal hunter, I climb out of my hole at night to stalk my prey. Before the sun rises, I use my special feet t0 

bury myself in the ground once again. My “spade” feet are my special adaptation that helps me to survive. 

 
 

Ideas Your Self-Reflection 

I can write a 
research-based 
narrative 
paragraph that 
describes how I, 
acting as the freaky 
frog, survive. (W.3.2, 

W.3.3)  

My paragraph tells that I dig in the ground using my back feet which 

has shovel-like toes. I describe how I dig. I tell that being in a hole in the 

ground keeps me cool and safe from prey. I even inform the reader that 

I take moisture from the soil through my skin. 

Meets   /   Partially Meets   /   Does Not Meet at This Time 

I can write 
sentences that 
support my topic, 
keeping my focus 
throughout the 
paragraph. (W.3.2 b) 

I checked all of my facts against my Research Matrix. I feel I focused on 

the facts that had something to do with digging and with survival. 

 
 

Meets   /   Partially Meets   /   Does Not Meet at This Time 

Word Choice Your Self-Reflection 

I can use vivid and 
precise words to 
teach my reader 
about my freaky 
frog’s adaptations. 
(L.3.3) 
 

 

strange but amazing spadefoot toad; miniature shovels; short and stubby back 

legs; shovels, or spades; kind of like fingernails; burrow; escape the scorching 

heat; kick and dig, flipping clumps of dirt; excavate a perfect hole; absorb water; 

moisture from the damp earth; quenches my thirst; nocturnal hunter; stalk my 

prey; before the sun rises; bury;  special adaptation  

Meets   /   Partially Meets   /   Does Not Meet at This Time 
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Organization Your Self-Reflection 

I can write a clear 
topic sentence that 
introduces my 
reader to my freaky 
frog adaptation. 
(W.3.2a) 

 
 

I think my topic sentence is very clear and specific and lets the reader 

know what my paragraph is about. I used first-person writing. I think my 

words grab the reader’s attention. 

 

 

 

Meets   /   Partially Meets   /   Does Not Meet at This Time 

I can use accurate 
and important 
facts from my 
research as detail 
sentences to 
support my topic. 
(W.3.2b)  

I have many detail sentences. I think I make sure to support claims that I 

make. If I say something, I support it. 

 
 
 

Meets   /   Partially Meets   /   Does Not Meet at This Time 

I can write a 
conclusion that 
wraps up the 
paragraph for my 
reader. (W.3.2b) 

 

 

My conclusion sentence does the job. It reminds the reader about the 

topic. But I think I could make my sentence sound more engaging, liven it 

up a bit. 

 

 

Meets   /   Partially Meets   /   Does Not Meet at This Time 

Conventions Your Self-Reflection 

I can use 
conventions 
(capitalization, 
punctuation, 
spelling) to send a 
clear message to 
my reader. (L.3.2) 

I checked my sentences for capitals and punctuation. I was careful with 

my spelling. I checked some spelling by looking back at my texts. I read 

out loud to hear how my paragraph sounded. It sounded good and my 

sentences seemed to flow nicely. 

 

Meets   /   Partially Meets   /   Does Not Meet at This Time 
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Writer’s Self-Reflection: 
My Freaky Frog Paragraph 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Examine your most current paragraph draft by reading it over several times. Taking one 

criterion at a time, write 1-2 sentences describing the evidence you see within your writing. 

Then circle the descriptor that best matches your writing at this time. 
 

Ideas Your Self-Reflection 

I can write a 
research-based 
narrative 
paragraph that 
describes how I, 
acting as the freaky 
frog, survive. (W.3.2, 

W.3.3)  

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Meets   /   Partially Meets   /   Does Not Meet at This Time 

I can write 
sentences that 
support my topic, 
keeping my focus 
throughout the 
paragraph (W.3.2 b) 

 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Meets   /   Partially Meets   /   Does Not Meet at This Time 

Word Choice Your Self-Reflection 

I can use vivid and 
precise words to 
teach my reader 
about my freaky 
frog’s adaptations. 
(L.3.3) 
 

 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Meets   /   Partially Meets   /   Does Not Meet at This Time 
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Organization Your Self-Reflection 

I can write a clear 
topic sentence that 
introduces my 
reader to my freaky 
frog adaptation. 
(W.3.2a) 

 
 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Meets   /   Partially Meets   /   Does Not Meet at This Time 

I can use accurate 
and important 
facts from my 
research as detail 
sentences to 
support my topic. 
(W.3.2b)  

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Meets   /   Partially Meets   /   Does Not Meet at This Time 

I can write a 
conclusion that 
wraps up the 
paragraph for my 
reader. (W.3.2b) 

 

 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Meets   /   Partially Meets   /   Does Not Meet at This Time 

Conventions Your Self-Reflection 

I can use 
conventions 
(capitalization, 
punctuation, 
spelling) to send a 
clear message to 
my reader. (L.3.2) 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Meets   /   Partially Meets   /   Does Not Meet at This Time 
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Revision Goals Recording Form 

 

Writer: 

Critique Partner: 

Date: 

 
 

Part A: What are two goals you have for the writer that will help make their writing stronger? 
 

 

1. __________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________ 

 

2. __________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Part B: What are two goals you have for yourself to make your writing stronger? 
 

 

1. __________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________ 

 

2. __________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Part C: What can this student do to strengthen their writing? 
 
 

1. __________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________ 

 

2. __________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 9 Homework 
 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Read through the paragraph a few times. Look for mistakes with spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation.  
 

 

It’s pretty incredible how a Bullfrog gets And eats its 

food. a bullfrog can use its stickey tongue to snach 

its prey then it uses its front legs to Stuff the prey 

into its mouth. then it will sinke its Eyeballs into its 

Head to help to Push its food farther down its throot 

thanks to its amazeing adaptations, the bullfrog 

can survive 

 
Use the proofreading marks to show where the errors are in the paragraph and what 
needs to be done to fix them. 
 

    

Make this letter 

uppercase. 

Make this letter 

lowercase. 

Insert a period. This word is spelled 

incorrectly. 

 


